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| have included a part of the Sister Cities International Conference which was
held remotely this year. The reason | am sending it is because we won an
award. Best Overall Program for a city of 50,000 to 100,000 residents. A lot
of credit for this is our relationship with Kishiwada and the exchange
programs (student and marathon runner) that have been so successful. So
many thanks to you and the Kishiwada Friendship Association. Hope to visit

you again when it is safe.

Frank McAuley, President of South San Francisco Sister Cities Association
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We fully understand the update on your shipping posi-
tion due to the implications of COVID and also the bad
weather conditions in your region recently. Over here at
this stage businesses in the construction / manufactur-
ing areas are still able to work with strict distancing rules
and restrictions. A lot of other areas of the economy are
shut down by the government.

We too have a second wave in Victoria and have been
in Extension of National Emergency Order Stage 4 lock-
down for 5 weeks so far which continues for another 3
weeks and hopefully then the case numbers will reduce
to a manageable level. At this stage. all the state
borders are closed except for freight and essential ser-
vices. Basically there are only a few reasons to leave

your home deemed the essential work - care giving - food
shopping 1 person within 5km only. Only 1 hour of exer-
cise a day and a night curfew from 8pm to 5am. Other
than work or essential needs everyone is expected to
stay home and the people stood down is increasing.

At the same time, Victoria’ s Prime Minister Andrew
announced a roadmap from Step 1 to 5 for deregulation
due to the new coronavirus. Although the tentative date
to proceed to each step is specified, the reference value
for proceeding to the next step is also set, and if the
value is not achieved, the transition to the next step will
not be performed. Otherwise, the date of full cancella-
tion will be delayed. In addition to the content of the
roadmap, which aims to achieve zero infections for a long
time, there are also voices of disappointment from the
“Roadmap to Nowhere” (fT5E D% WO—RYw>/) centered
on business people.

Egypt- Cairo
Mr. M.S.
(EYRABEFRE)
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Situation in Egypt so far is not so bad. A partial curfew
has been imposed on the nation from 8 pm to 6 am.
Moreover all restaurants, movie theaters, shopping malls
and social clubs have been closed for two weeks. All
schools and all universities have closed. We, as a group of
companies, continue to run at full capacity and will con-
tinue to bring in raw material inventory in anticipation of
the time when this passes and wholesalers and retailers
will need to restock. This is even though we have been hit

with some requests of order cancellations and delays. At
Oriental Weavers we have taken a number of steps to
protect our employees while we work to keep the busi-
ness operating as safely as possible. A number of our
employees are working from home every other week and
then rotating. We have cancelled all external meetings
and are limiting outside visitors from coming into our
facilities. We’ ve also taken a number of steps to disinfect
our officials and factories regularly. Gatherings of more
than 5 people or less in any one place have been prohibit-
ed in many locations. Medical supplies, masks and disin-
fectants are in supply however are scarce.
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